Introduction
The Cerrado (1.8 million km 2 ) and Amazonia (7 million km 2 ) are the two largest biomes in South America. The former is one of the 25 biodiversity hotspots, while the second is a major wilderness area (Myers et al. 2000 , Silva & Bates 2002 . The Cerrado is a savanna-like ecosystem that occupies the central Brazilian plateau, extending from the northeast to the southern borders of Amazonian Rainforest, where these two biomes contact in a complex vegetation mosaic (Ackerly et al. 1989 , Oliveira-Filho & Ratter 2002 . Parque Estadual do Cantão (PEC) is one of the most important protected areas in this ecotone (Pinheiro & Dornas 2009) and is situated in the mid-Araguaia River system in the western region of the state of Tocantins. This transition area between Cerrado and Amazonia is mainly characterized by the presence of alluvial forests and floodplain grasslands that are strongly influenced by the seasonal river-flooding regime (Oliveira-Filho & Ratter 2002) . The region where PEC lies, as well as most of the Araguaia drainage, has a highly diverse flora and is a priority area for conservation (Ratter et al. 1997 , Cavalcanti & Joly 2002 , Ratter et al. 2003 .
Very few studies focusing on small mammals have been conducted in transitional areas between Cerrado and Amazonian Rainforest (e.g. Bonvicino et al. 1996 , Lacher & Alho 2001 , Lambert et al. 2006 , Bezerra et al. 2009 ), despite the large size and biological relevance of these areas. The only study that presents data on taxonomy and geographic distribution of species (Bezerra et al. 2009 ) was based on a 15-day field survey, and therefore contains a brief preliminary species list.
Only recently we have begun to appreciate the diversity of small mammals in the Neotropics, and to understand species boundaries, geographic distributions, and phylogenetic relationships (Patton et al. 2000) . Patterson (2000) estimated an annual increase of eight new mammal species in this region, mostly small mammals. Two new species of small mammals endemic to the Cerrado have been recently recognized based on morphological, molec-
